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	MINUTES

Meeting Title: PRENO GENERAL MEETING

Monday 21st January 2008 at 6.00pm 

Venue: Buckland Community Centre, Malins Road, Buckland, Portsmouth


	Present:-    

PRENO Committee:-           

David Peacock – PRENO Vice Chair
Amreek Singh-Digpal – PRENO Treasurer
Margaret Geary – PCC Strategic Director Health, Housing & Social Care
Nick Ralph – Portsmouth Diocese CSR

Roger Batterbury – Portsmouth City Teaching PCT
Alice Leung – Portsmouth Multicultural Group
Rowshonara Reza – Portsmouth Foyer

Brian Futcher – Kurdish Community Association in Portsmouth 

Martin Evans – (Co-opted Member)
PRENO Staff:-

Tunde Bright-Davies – PRENO Manager

Vera Sinha – Prison Community Liaison 
Soraya Ciccarone – PRENO Info & Admin Assistant (Minutes)  
BME Organisations:-  

Adonis Ntiefong – Camfoot UK  
Abdel Karim Hamad – Portsmouth African Unity 
Ngobila Panzo – Portsmouth Congolese Community
Alexis Mukwa – GRACE Association
Fun Wong – Chinese Community
Heng Wong – Chinese Community 

Foad Salem – Portsmouth Kurdish Community Association
Muhammed Salih - Portsmouth Kurdish Community Association

Abulah Saewan - Portsmouth Kurdish Community Association
Dana Qadir - Portsmouth Kurdish Community Association 

Rashid Na - Portsmouth Kurdish Community Association

Chine Mbubaegbu – Highbury BME Student 

Dawn Leo – (Indiv BME Member)

Rawaz Faris – Kurdish Community Centre 

Alicja Powell – Polish Community 

Mary Kiwanuka – Portsmouth African Unity 

Ferdinand Djamba Kombe – Portsmouth Congolese Community

Jean Tchamgue – African Cultural Organisation for Integration

M.H. Syed – (Indiv BME Member) 
Service Provider Organisations:-

 Jane Ho – Portsmouth College

 Wenwa Luo – Portsmouth University 

 Sharon Furtado – PCC Racial Awareness Service

 Ebadar Raza Chowdhury – PCC Mental Health Team
 Maria Cole – PCC Residents Consortium
Robin Correa – IOW NHS Community Devm Worker 
   Mada Abrams - PCC Residents Consortium
Mike Duncan - PCC Residents Consortium
Deborah See – Highbury College
Paddy Bradley – Education, PCC
Claire Pond – Portsmouth Primary Care Trust 

Chris Martil – PCC Health, Housing & Social Care

David Knight – Hampshire Fire & Rescue Service 
Katherine Evans – CHAT Early Years
PC Bill Cummings – Hampshire Police 

Chief Superintendent Peter Goodall – Hampshire Police 
Sue Middleton – PCC Equalities
Stella Mbubaegbu – Highbury College
Florise Elliott – Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust 

Leah White – Hampshire/Gosport Councils

Jo Lines – Highbury College

1. Apologies:  
Taki Jaffer, Stephen Morgan, Linda Collins, Richard Osborne, Liz Weston, Geoff Phillpots,  
Annette Kemp, Linda Hazzard, Geraldine Neil, Mike Donald, Terry Carter, April Brown, 

Ruth Nabholz-Duncan, Andy Whitehorn, Fiona Harvey, Leone Hill     


	Item 

2.

2. (Cont)
3.
     3.1
4.
     4.1
5.
5. (Cont)
6.

6. (Cont)
7.

8.

9.
9. (Cont)
10.

	Welcome & Introductions

TBD welcomed everyone and introduced David Peacock the new Chief Superintendent for Portsmouth who has now taken over from John Campbell as the new PRENO Vice-Chair.  TBD then drew attention to the new PRENO Website which has been done by the Really Helpful IT Company.  

DPeacock then said that he was here for three reasons.  Firstly, he has been asked to chair the meeting as the Vice-Chair in Jatin Patel’s absence.  

Secondly, to introduce himself.  DP joined Hampshire Constabulary two years ago from the Metropolitan Police Force. Thirdly, to use this forum as a platform as DP doesn’t believe outside of PRENO that there is an effective independent advisory group.  This could be about a number of issues and about bridging a gap.     

DP now wants to set-up a community contact database and will enlist the help of PRENO on this.  Volunteers will also be needed to join-up to this.

Approval of Minutes of General Meeting – Monday 16th April 2007

Minutes agreed.
Matters Arising from the General Meeting Minutes – 16/04/07 

None.
Approval of Minutes of General Meeting – Monday 15th October 2007

Minutes agreed.

Matters Arising from the General Meeting Minutes – 15/10/07 

7. Paddy Bradley, PCC Head of School Standards, Update on EMAS
PB provided an update on EMAS.  A Formal consultation with the Stakeholders is to start as of now.  Information will be sent out in the next three weeks.  A background paper is also available.   
UNI (Punjabi for 19) - Overview
TBD then presented the following slides:-

· Emerged from 19 local research projects across the South East around BME organisational needs and how these were being met

· 19 projects leads formed UNI to bring local BME voiced issues to Regional Level for Greater Impact.

· January 2008 – sub regional events to consult with local BME organisations

· January 12th - PRENO facilitated  the Portsmouth, Southampton, IOW and Hampshire sub-regional event

· Outcomes of the event held locally will be fed into the Conference which launches on the 12th March 2008 in Slough

· UNI aims to ensure that the local BME voice is taken to a regional level   
· The Conference will also provide a platform for dialogue within the Southeast region on the future role of the BME VCS in the Third Sector

DPeacock then went over the strengths and weaknesses, opportunities and threats that were highlighted by the various groups on the day.  The main strength being the chance for all the groups to work together and the main weakness being effective communication between all the UNI members.  

Each group then prioritised their further aims for UNI which included health, workforce development, funding, education, campaigning, marketing & publicity, database and membership.   
TBD added that the 19 UNI networks also managed to represent the sub-regions.  The UNI chair, Dev Sharma, Director of the Race Equality Council, Kent, would not now be able to chair the next UNI meeting in January as he will be supporting Mr Syed, a Portsmouth resident, in an industrial tribunal.  This shows the strength of support available through the UNI network.        
Improving Reach – Round Two
TBD then presented the following slides:-
Current Improving Reach Fund                New Improving Reach Fund     

* 15 month duration                                 * 3 year duration

* Began January 2007                             * 2 funding focuses

* Deliver capacity building                          “Smaller organisations have 

   support to BME groups                              more skills & resources to

* Working with IOW &                                 provide support services”

   Southampton                                        * “More BME groups that can

* Two P/T workers in                                   get high quality support 

   Portsmouth & Southampton                      services which are 
* Ends March 2008                                     appropriate to them”
PRENO’s APPLICATION

Funding Priority 1

* To build our capacity to improve

   our delivery 

* Organisational restructure

* Implement quality standards

   Framework e.g. PQASSO IiP

* Up skill staff & Committee

* Sustainability – 3 year Business

   Plan

Funding Priority 2

* Further develop PRENO financial

   support services 

* Seek quality services to support

   BME FLO’s 

* Develop Third Sector support 

   database on generic & specialist 

   services 

Feedback
PBradley (PCC) enquired if there was any scope to involve young people?  If so, PCC may be able to support this.  TBD mentioned restarting the ‘Colours’ identity youth group for children from mixed race backgrounds as there is still a need for this group.  If anyone wants to set-up a youth group TBD and PRENO would support this.  

APowell (Polish Community) asked who the third sector are?  TBD responded that this was voluntary groups.  FLO’s (Front line organisations) are also known as the first tier.  PRENO and PCCS are known as being second tier that support first tier.  TBD said that Nick Ralph from a third sector support group was here tonight.  NRalph said that the Anglican Diocese, PCCS, PRENO & Portsmouth Disability Forum are all part of the Portsmouth Third Sector Development Consortium.

TBD said that Improving Reach will fund 60 projects and 800 applications have already gone through.  TBD is still to finish the PRENO bid by the 28th January 08 deadline.            

Consultation on Case Worker Post
TBD said about how individual BME’s are often signposted to the PRENO office, often without an appointment needing a range of help/assistance.  This evidences a need for a Case Worker to assist with sign-posting and to help with legal services (specialists), discrimination issues, employment advice/issues, form filling, immigration advice/sign-posting issues with individual service providers etc.  The PRENO Team always helps anyone who turns-up as we have the expertise to assist but not the capacity.  
TBD asked for feedback.  Everyone was in agreement with this.  

RCorrea (IOW NHS) suggested combining a volunteer co-ordinator role with this post.  TBD agreed that this was a good idea and that RC could help with the bid for this.  

SFurtado (PCC) said that with immigration work there is a gap and a need for a post like this as they have to turn people away from the PCC Racial Awareness Service.   
NRalph (Anglican Diocese of Portsmouth) mentioned PARS and how this has now ceased to exist due to funding.  Asylum advice is highly regulated and groups can only give Level 1 advice but Haslar Visitors Group offers this kind of advice.  NR said that RC’s idea was a good one but at PARS they had to keep these two posts separate.   
BASIS Bid – Update
TBD announced that PRENO has been successful and has been awarded the three year BASIS Bid funding which would cover half the staff and core costs.

TBD then presented the following slides:-
“Scaling Up Portsmouth’s BME Organisations” 

Three Year Big Lottery BASIS Fund 

* Raise awareness & provide training to Third Sector Development   

   Agencies (TSDA’s) about local BME Frontline Organisations FLO’s 

* Raise awareness to and support BME FLO’s in accessing TDSA  

   services

* Encourage and support TSDA’s to monitor numbers of BME groups 
   accessing and successfully receiving services
Building the Capacity of BME FLO’s

Year 1:

 Introduce Compact BME CODE to BME FLO’s (Front Line Organisations)

Develop local BME network to actively engage with UNI the South East regional BME network

 Year 2:

Provide assistance to BME FLO’s seeking FCR or becoming Social Enterprises
TBD announced that there would also be another conference in May 2008 for the Third Sector, Development Agencies and BME Frontline Organisations.  

Presentations
Adonis Ntiefong – Publicising Camfoot UK Event – May 2008

ANtiefong thanked PRENO for all their help and said that the Camfoot UK football event and the 6th Cameroon National Day Festival will be held in Portsmouth from 23rd – 26th May 08.  The football matches will take place at the Portsmouth University playing fields.  RCorrea added that the cost of bringing 10 – 20 teams from around the country to Portsmouth would be around £26K.  RC asked if some of the Community funds could be used for this.  TBD said that she is awaiting to hear from Cllr Vernon-Jackson about getting the Mountbatten Centre for free/reduced cost.    
Chris Martil (PCC – Co-ordinator for Safeguarding Adults) Health, Housing and Social Care – Protecting Vulnerable Adults Contact with the BME Communities
CMartil introduced herself and said that there were two reasons for coming.  Firstly, to ensure that individuals and groups were aware of vulnerable people in the Community.  

Vulnerable is a difficult word to use but it relates to people that are frail, elderly, have mental health issues or are ill.  Abuse can happen anywhere and can be carried-out by anyone such as family, friends, neighbours, paid staff, carers, volunteers, other service users, tenants or strangers.  

CM said that her team are now starting to plan a Speak Out Campaign.  This is so that if people suspect abuse or are suffering from abuse themselves they can get help from CM’s team.  

Statistics on this from Action on Elderly Abuse a leading agency nationally claim that their national helpline receives 500,000 calls a year.  CM feels that this is the tip of the iceberg.  

CM said that the year before last there were 130 reported cases in Portsmouth.  The stats for the last year are still being done.  

CM said that they are just not reaching the BME groups and CM asked for everyone’s help now to do this.  

DLeo (PRENO Volunteer) suggested doing presentations at various lunch clubs around the city.  TBD also suggested linking in with the Domestic Violence team.  Mike Duncan (PCC Residents Consortium) also suggested presenting to the Horatio House Resident’s group.  CMartil is happy to go along and talk at various events and has a multi-agency team behind her.  

RReza (PRENO Committee) said that Communities tend to sort-out any problems within themselves.  They often find that they get ignored by service providers or their situations get ignored, delayed or forgotten about.  
The following were suggested all suggested to CMartil:-  Devising posters in different languages, articles in local newsletters, PCC Flagship publication, House Talk (A publication through Navigators Resource Centre), PCC Mental Health Service various languages newsletters and a similar event to the PCC event held after the 7/7 London bombings.           

DPeacock suggested a Crimestoppers type of approach which has also been used by other service providers.  The Police do a lot of third party reporting as the public are more likely to report to a third party than directly to the police.  As of 31st March 2008 the ‘101’ number will not exist any longer.  SFurtado said bureaucracy was the main thing to put communities off.  People need to know that they can remain anonymous.  

CMartil thanked everyone for their time.    
Any Other Business
60th Anniversary of Declaration of Human Rights 
MCole (PCC Residents Consortium) announced that this anniversary was coming up in 2008.  

Peter Goodall - Chief Superintendent Fareham     
PGoodall introduced himself and said if anyone feels they want to contact him for help in the Fareham area please do not hesitate to contact him directly or through PRENO.  

Margaret Geary – PCC Strategic Director Health, Housing & Social Care  
MG reported that the recent tendering exercise that has been going-on over the last 12 months to try to join-up the services has now been finalised.  Southern Focus Trust and the Citizens Advice Bureau have won the tender and will be setting-up Community legal advice centres in Buckland, Portsea and Paulsgrove.  It is really important to get this information out to the BME Communities.  
Sue Middleton – PCC Equalities Service 

SM promoted the PCC Race Equality Scheme Consultation Event to be held on Saturday 26th January 2008 from 9.45am – 2.15pm.  Venue: Friendship Centre, Elm Grove, Southsea, Portsmouth PO5 1JT.

DPeacock drew the meeting to a close and said that he was pleased to be part of PRENO and thanked everyone for attending.  If anyone needs to contact DP they can do so through PRENO or directly via Fratton Police Station.  
Dates for your Diaries 

PRENO General Meeting – Monday 21st April 2008 at 6.00pm

Venue: Buckland Community Centre, Malins Road, Buckland, Portsmouth PO2 7BL.  

  
	Action

Action

Action

Action

Action

Action

Action



	
	The Meeting ended at 8.20pm.  
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PRENO, Unit 2, Victory Business Centre, Somers Road North, Portsmouth PO1 1PJ

Tel:  023 92 877189    Email:  info@preno.org.uk


